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When you are thinking about awards and recognitions for recruiting Ruritan members – don’t forget the
President’s Golden Key to the Future award – which was created
in 1998 and is still proudly worn by many Ruritans.

The lapel pin - which will have a new magnetic clasp in 2008 -
honors Ruritan members who recruit new members. Bars
carrying the numbers of members recruited hang from the
original key.

Recruiters who bring in two or more members are eligible to
receive the initial lapel pin.
Recruiters who bring in five
members are eligible to receive a
“5 member bar” that attaches to
the pin. Bars continue in 5
member increments. Did you
know this year there are Ruritan
members who will be sporting a
bar stating 55 new members
recruited!

Club secretaries may request
this award in writing from the
Ruritan National Office (see the
form on this page). The Ruritan
National Office will verify from
club records.

Don’t Forget About the Golden Key Award!

Club: ____________________________________________________ Club No. _______________

President’s Golden Key Award Request
(Print or type, use only one request per recruiter)

District: _____________________________________________________

Recruiter’s Name: _______________________________________________________________

New Members’ Names Month Reported to
Ruritan National

_____________________________________________________ _______________________

_____________________________________________________ _______________________

_____________________________________________________ _______________________

Club Secretary
Signature: ___________________________________________  Date: _______________

Cut Request Form Along Dotted Lines and Mail to: Ruritan National, P.O. Box 487, Dublin, VA 24084

Food Donated Locally Counts in National Contest
With food donations to local food banks made throughout 2007 counting toward the grand total for the

2008 food drop – the grand total of Ruritans’ generosity reached all time record levels – 8,977 pounds of
food and $106,917 in donations were recorded at the 2008 National Convention in Nashville, TN. Counting
two points for every dollar given, the point total was 222,812 and the first prize went to the Rappahannock
District for donating 109,188 of those total points – nearly half.

The process of counting local donations will continue for the 2009 National Convention in Myrtle Beach.
This procedure means that rather than deliver large quantities of food to the food banks located in the
National Convention city each year — Ruritan Clubs will have the opportunity to get credit for the food and
cash donations they make to their local food banks all year long.

This plan reflects the Ruritan focus — which
is almost always on the needs in their own
communities, first.

Clubs are asked to set up a coupon or ticket
that includes pounds, cash, dates of donation
and food bank name. Clubs should send these
tickets to their district governors throughout the
year. In December 2008, governors are asked
to submit their district’s total weight and cash
donations to Ruritan National where it will be
entered into the contest data (although totals
may also be brought to the National Convention
to be registered). The winning district will be
announced during the 2009 National Conven-
tion.

U.S. Military personnel  who are also Ruritans and
who might be unable to attend regular meetings
should not be counted as absent, according to the
Ruritan National Board of Directors.

If your club has a member currently serving in
active duty, your club secretary should count him or
her as “present” at meetings so that his or her
absence doesn’t penalize the member or cause the
club to fall short on attendance percentages.

The Board cited the National Constitutional provi-
sion for using  “four hours of community service” as
the equivalent of a make-up meeting -- a substitution
that members of the U.S. Military are surely qualified
to use.

serving our country


